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Overview:

Constitutional Development

During the 19th Century

The presentation of the PPT is ideal when the topic
“Constitutional Development” has been already covered in
class during previous lessons.

Consequently the PPT and worksheet serve for revision
purposes.

The students are asked to answer the questions slide by slide.
Some questions are comparatively easy because the informa-
tion can be retrieved from the slide itself. To answer others,
students have to rely on information and work done in previous
lessons.

Other worksheets can be prepared emphasizing different
aspects of the slides e.g. chronological order, prominent local
politicians, Lieutenant Governors, Secretaries of State for the
Colonies.

Students are asked to search MSN Images to find different
portraits of chief personalities mentioned or shown in the
slides.
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Author Information

Author: Jesmond Grech
School: Junior Lyceum Carlo Diacono

Lesson Plan Information

Subject: History Option (0)/ General (g)
Category: Recent Maltese History
Level: Form 3 (o) / Form 4(g)
Duration: 80 minutes

Description:

Lesson number 1
Constitutional Development of Malta During the 19" Century

Goals:
To revise the topic Constitutional Development

Objectives:
By the end of the lesson students would be able to answer a set of
questions aided by a PowerPoint presentation

Resources:

Computer lab with LCD projector,
Worksheet (questions about the Constitutional Development)
PowerPoint presentation

Reference Material:

Timing:
10 minutes introduction
60 minutes activity
10 minutes conclusion



Constitutional Development
During the 19th Century

Introduction

5 minutes Refer to the topic covered during the previous lessons and highlight
the main points.
Go through the handout (ho1) with students and explain how it should
be used.
Activity
55 minutes Process for each slide.
1. Refer to the PowerPoint presentation slides. Highlight or
elicit important features.
2. Ask the questions attached to the slide.
3. Help students answer the questions if the need arises.
Give students enough time to answer and ask other
questions to clarify the topic.
Conclusion
20 minutes Either
Class correction of activity
or

students are asked to comment on any one slide that was of
particular interest to them.

Extra

Students may be asked to search for images on the Web to find
different portraits of chief personalities mentioned or shown in the
slides.
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Malta became a British Crown Colony in
1814, Its first Lieutenant Governor was Sir
Thomas Maitland. He ruled Malta as though
he were an absolute monarch. He was

nicknamed “King Tom”

Political A gitation

= The MMaltese began to demand constitutional
tights.

= & comtrittee was formed to draw up oa
petition to be sent to the House of

Commons.
= CAMILLO = Giorgio Mitrovich
SCEBERRAS '

» A businessman who

. Hs:hadﬁ!?owsd‘ ah fedicated a lotof
»ulitary caveer wit 3 e ; ’
the French Amyp. :z‘? 10 the atese

= When he came back v B : Mm‘n
IMaita he tookan s wantio : o
active intevest in the present the petition
socio-political Bfe of drawn up &1 1832

the country

. Asaxeqult of this political agitation, Makawas
3 _granted a constitutionby which a Council of
- Government was formed. It consistedof :

* Marquis Nicolo® y ;
Testaferrata de Noto b 5
* Coming frama very
vich Maltese nobls ’ 4
_‘fqrm‘iy‘Maywu : N ¥ A ¥ P i o
Nicolo® gave tine and s A g R g
el 4 Fo Y al® gV Y
himself for the Maltese

cause.
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The 1835 Constitution

Power remained in the hands of
the Governors.
Bouverie (183-1843)

X { = Lieutenant General
. J Ponsanby (1827-1838)
' » Lieutenarnt General
r Stuart (1843-1847)
» Lieutenart General
More O’Ferrall (1847-
1851)

= Lieutenant General

Who do you think had the right
- to vote?

No prizes if you guess the comect answer.

The Cardwell principle

» Lord Edward Viscount
Cardwell, Secretary of
State forthe Colonies
writes to the Govemor

Sir Henry Storks in
1864...

T20MO




Constitutional Development
During the 19th Century

D s evive f Hlee Mgienty's G o ieeation
ko b e 2 s i s edocied merers P e in
wattees f ocal ond dowestic inkeetr.. abore oll
20 VOIE OF A0S T SHOULD B5 FNE S5ED A GADJET THE 3¢,
OF THE ELECTED 3EMELRS BXCEET UYDER VERY EESCIAL
CIRCUMSTAJCES..

With some minor
modifications this constitution
lasts until 1887,

The 1887 Constitution

The Maltese were divided and
polarized over the Language
Duestion

= Fortunato Wize
upheld the talian
lanznaze’s
importance inthe
Lavar Conarts and the
Educatinnal systerm
La nostra lingua e”
qella di Dante,
Petrarca e Boceacein.

The “English”™ cause iz promoted by

= Sigismonds Savona
= Studied at Sandboarst

= Appoirted Director of
Education, Rector of

the Roval University.

DIVIDE ET IMPERAT

DIVIDE AND RULE
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Progress was hampered because
of the serious division between
the Maltese politicians.

Elected members resign en masse as a sign of protest
Simpletons are elected to the Council of Govenumert
to ridicuale the Governor and the system.

The 1887 constitution was
revoked in 1903
= A majority of the official members had to
be reinstated.

= 1887 constitution was considered as an
experiment which failed. Elected members
hadbeen given power without responsibility

The 1203 Constitution
The Chamberlain Constitution

A return to the 1849 constitution
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Slide 1

Why, do you think, Sir Thomas Maitland, was referred to
as “King Tom”?

What is an absolute monarch?

Were the Maltese happy with this situation?

If you were a Maltese politician at the beginning of the
19™ century, what would you have done to change the
political situation of Malta?

Slide 2

Why do we need committees to solve problems?

What possible strategies, do you think, these politicians
will adopt?

Slides 5,6,7

What do you notice from the social backgrounds of the
leaders of the Comitato Generale Maltese?

Why is the name of the committee in Italian and not in
Maltese?

What is a petition?

ho1

Malta became a British Crown Colony in
1814 Its first Lieutenant Governor was Sir
Thomas Maitland. He ruled Malta as though
he were an absolute monarch. He was
nicknamed “King Tom™

;*

Political A gitation

= The Maltese began to demand constitutional
tights.

= & comittes was formed to draw up a
petition to be sent to the House of
Commots.

= CAMILLO

SCEBERRAS

He had Bllowed a

nulitary caveer with

the French Amp.

» When ke came back v
Malta he tookan
active intevest in the
socio-political ife of
the county

= Giorgio Mitrovich

» A businessman who
dedicated a lotof
energy to the Maltese
cause.

» He went to Britain to
present the petition
drawn up i 1832
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Slide 8 . As azemlt ofthis political agitation, Makawss

' ganted a constitutionby which a Council of -
What do you understand by political pressure? | Goverumant v formed Rtcomsisedof s
Did the pressure by the Comitato Generale Maltese pay | i l ;
off?

Slide 9, 10, 11

What do you notice about the formation of the 1835 The 1835 Constitution
Council of Government?

Do you think the politicians were satisfied with the

Council?

Why not?

Power remained in the hands of
the Governors.

i = Licutenarnt General

) Ponsanby (1827-18386)
» Lieutenart General

Bouverie (1835-1843)

Lieutenant General

" Stuart (1843-1847)
» Lieutenarnt General
More O’Ferrall (1847-
1851)
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Slide 12
To which revolutions is this slide referring?

Slides 13,14,15

What does the word “franchise” mean?

Who were eligible to vote?

What do you notice about the constitution of Council?
Why are there more official than elected members?

Who do you think had the right
to vote?

No prizes if you guess the comect answer.

Slides 16,17
Who was Lord Cardwell?
Simplify what he wrote to Governor Storks in 1864

L s v qf Hlee Mapely's Comeenment oty rearoo ilsealion.
shoud be s ferva o Yo apinion f e clecied mambees gf Council in
atiees qf ical and Gomeic iNeeest.. abore all
)0 VOIE QR 3SC)S ¥ EESQULD BE FFE SSED A CADJST THE MSATORITY
O THE B LCTED 3{EAEERS EXCEPT UJIDRR VERY EFSCIAL
CIRCU3SSTAJCES...

—
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Slides 18,19,20,21
In what ways does the Knutsford Constitution of 1887 With some minor

reflect the Cardwell principle? modifications this constitution
lasts until 1887.

The 1887 Constitution

Slides 22,23 The Maltese were divided and
Why were the Maltese divided at the end of the 19™ pRIEEES ;‘;Z:fnhnguage
Century? = Fortunate Mizzi
What arguments would have the pro-ltalian group bring pheld ke Halian
to support the maintenance of Italian in the local educa- ] mportance inthe
tional and legal systems? Educational system
Make a list of arguments in favor of the teaching of Eng- it D

Petrarca & Boccaccio.

lish in Maltese schools.

The “English” cause is promoted by

= Sigismondo Savona
= Studied at Sandhmrst
= Appointed Divectorof
Edncation, Rector of
the Foral Universiy.
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Slide 24
What do you understand by ‘Divide and Rule’?

Slides 25,26,
Why was the constitution of 1887 revoked in 19037

Slides 27
What do you notice about the formation of the Council
of Government of 19037

Slide 28

Who could have said this statement?

What similarities exist between the 1849 and 19037
Do you agree with the statement expressed in the
slide?

DIVIDE ET IMPERAT

DIVIDE AND RULE

The 1887 constitution was
revoked in 1903
= A majority of the official members had to
be reinstated.
= 1887 constitution was considered as an

expetiment which failed. Elected members
hadbeen given power without responsibility

The 1903 Constitution
The Chamberlain Constitution

A return to the 1849 constitution
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